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1Chicago Yacht Club Foundation

We Share the Joys & Benefits of  
Being on the Water 
The Chicago Yacht Club Foundation is a 
501(c)(3) tax exempt charitable organization 
that promotes awareness and appreciation 
of maritime skills and traditions in 
Chicagoland through education, outreach, 
and activities as well as the support of like-
minded charitable organizations. 

Through our own programs and grants and 
by building partnerships with other clubs, 
associations, and schools, the Foundation is 
able to influence a wide range of youth.

It is our core belief that access to the 
water should be independent of one’s 
circumstances, needs, or abilities, and we 
therefore embrace all.

We do this because we believe that boating 
is fun, and that it also teaches important 
lessons in STEM skills, problem solving, 
building confidence, teamwork, and 
leadership. These skills apply in all parts of 
life, and it is important for us to share them 
with others.
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Our Programs

The Foundation’s activities can be grouped into three major areas:

Boating 
Education

Civic & Community 
Outreach

Leadership 
Training

We Make the Life Lessons of  
Boating Accessible to Everyone
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Impact Report 2022

Thanks to support from 
the Chicago Yacht Club 
Foundation we are able 
to reach even more kids, 
many of  whom have 
never even seen Lake 
Michigan, let alone had 
the opportunity to be on a 
boat.

- Karen Harris 
President

Jackson Park Yacht Club Foundation
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OPEN HORIZONS YOUTH 
SAILING PROGRAM

The Foundation is the Platinum Sponsor 
of Open Horizons, an initiative of the 
Jackson Park Yacht Club Foundation. 
It targets low-income, at-risk youth of 
color to teach leadership, teamwork, 
and conflict resolution skills through 
sailing. 

SOS CHILDREN’S VILLAGES 
ILLINOIS SAILING CAMP

SOS Children’s Villages Illinois 
works to unite children in foster care 
and help them grow into caring and 
productive adults. In partnership with 
the Chicago Yacht Club Sailing School, 
the Foundation has created a sailing 
camp for SOS Illinois kids. During this 
immersive experience, students learn 
how to sail, are exposed to STEM 
subjects, and build teamwork skills.

CYC FOUNDATION 
MARITIME ACADEMY

This new Foundation initiative was 
designed to teach Chicagoland teens 
the skills needed to work on Chicago’s 
many commercial boats. The 18 hours 
of training included everything from line 
handling and firefighting to CPR and 
first aid skills. The Foundation arranged 
a job fair after graduation and many 
participants were hired on the spot. With 
additional funding, the Foundation plans 
to expand this program substantially in 
2023.

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS

The Foundation expands access to 
boating through scholarship programs. 
Margo Cicero is one such recipient. She 
started sailing at age 11 and received 
scholarships all through high school 
where she started the sailing team at 
Whitney Young High School. Margo is 
now headed to the US Naval Academy 
to study nuclear engineering with the 
intent of becoming a submarine officer.

PROGRAM
SESSIONS5
YOUTH ON 
THE WATER200+

SESSIONS6
BUDDING
SAILORS10

COHORTS2
TALENTED
GRADUATES16

SCHOLARSHIP
RECIPIENTS10

PLUS:

AFTER SCHOOL 
EDUCATION PROGRAM

CHICAGO JUNIOR 
RACE WEEK
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SESSIONS
CHILDREN

COMPETITORS100+

The kids had a great time. 
They came back with a million 
stories. It’s an adventure of  a 
lifetime for a number of  them. 
They don’t get out on boats. 
They don’t have experiences 
like this.

- Emily Brown
Education and Activities Coordinator

SOS Children’s Villages Illinois

“

5Chicago Yacht Club Foundation



6 Chicago Yacht Club Foundation

Impact Report 2022

Civic & Community 
Outreach

CHICAGO CHILDREN’S MUSEUM 
ON NAVY PIER

The Foundation partnered with the Chicago 
Children’s Museum on Navy Pier to 
develop an exhibit, “Boats: Captain Your 
Own Adventure.” It provided kids with an 
interactive play experience designed to 
teach them about boating. Opening in May 
2022, with the Foundation’s support, more 
than 1,000 children from underrepresented 
communities enjoyed the exhibit free of 
charge.

MONTHS
AVAILABILITY5+
COMPLIMENTARY
ADMISSIONS1K+
TOTAL 
VISITORS100K+
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SOS CHILDREN’S VILLAGES ILLINOIS 
ANNUAL CRUISE

In conjunction with the Chicago Yacht 
Club’s Cruising Sail Fleet, the Foundation 
offers more than 60 SOS Illinois children 
and their foster parents the opportunity to 
visit the Club for an educational program 
and lakefront cruise. Children interested 
in learning more about sailing will receive 
invitations to participate in the 2023 
session of the SOS Illinois Sailing Camp.

CHILDREN
PER CRUISE

60+

We hope children and families visiting the exhibit take away a sense of  
excitement and possibility. For some, it may be a chance to engage in 
a deeper exploration of  something about which they have always been 
intrigued: Boats! For others, the concept of  boats and sailing may be 
something completely new. In either case, we hope children have the 
opportunity to try new roles, create stories, and play together in an 
environment that inspires exploration and adventure.

- Karen Lewis Alexander
VP of Development 

Chicago Children’s Museum

“

UNION LEAGUE BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 
ANNUAL CRUISE

For over 100 years, Union League Boys 
and Girls Clubs have been serving the 
after-school development needs of 
Chicago’s youth. The Foundation, in 
partnership with the Chicago Yacht Club’s 
Power Fleet, offers a lakefront cruise to 
more than 60 kids from the clubs. Those 
interested in learning more about boating 
will be offered the opportunity to participate 
in sailing school with the support of the 
Foundation.
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SEA SCOUT SHIP 5870 PRIVATEER

Sea Scouting is America’s premiere on-
the-water high adventure and personal 
development program. The Chicago Yacht 
Club and the Foundation support the Sea 
Scout ship Privateer, the oldest Sea Scout 
ship in the nation. The program teaches 
leadership, accountability, and self-reliance 
through maritime programs and is open to 
all children ages 14-21. The Foundation 
also offers a college scholarship to an 
outstanding Scout from the ship.

SEA
SCOUTS25

LEAD HER SHIP

The Lead HER Ship program is a signature 
program of the Foundation. Each year, up 
to ten young women, ages 14-17, embark 
on a five-day cruise on a tall ship in Lake 
Michigan. During the cruise, these young 
women learn to sail, and, perhaps more 
importantly, how to lead and work together. 
This year’s successful trip was from the 
Detroit area to Suttons Bay.  In 2023, the 
Foundation hopes to double the size of this 
program with two such cruises.

DAYS 
AT SEA5
YOUNG 
WOMEN10

“ Sea Scouts has helped enhance some 
very useful skills in my day-to-day life, 
providing me with experiences that are 
fun and challenging.

- Stella DiGangi
Sea Scout

Leadership 
Training
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We Are Powered By 
Your Generosity
Your generosity makes all of these programs possible. In 
2021, the Foundation received $192,000 in contributions, 
with 90% going directly to fund our outstanding youth 
programs.

DIRECTLY TO 
PROGRAMS

90%

It’s great to see how the [Open Horizons] 
program is bringing opportunity to the 
South Shore community where I grew 
up. We owe it to the next generation 
and that’s why I’m so committed to 
supporting the Foundation and its many 
programs.

	  - Peter Thornton
CYC Member and 

Foundation Supporter

“
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Join Us on Our Journey
The Foundation plans to expand its own programs 
in 2023 and has also identified several community 
partners to help us expand services to even more 
underrepresented children through camps and after 
school activities. 

Our goal is to double the number of children we impact 
in 2023. But we can’t do this without your support. You 
can help us help others by making a tax-deductible 
donation to the Foundation in a variety of ways.

All contributions to the Chicago Yacht Club Foundation 
are deductible for federal income tax purposes to the 
full extent provided by law and will be acknowledged 
with a receipt for tax purposes. 

The Foundation will provide all documentation of the 
gift to help the donor maintain necessary records 
and tax filings. The Foundation is happy to review 
any proposed donation to make sure gifts fit with the 
donor’s and the Foundation’s needs. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Contact: 	
Greg Miarecki, President			 
(312) 342-0129
greg@chicagoyachtclubfoundation.org

Visit Our Website:
chicagoyachtclubfoundation.org/donate

There are so many variables in sailing. You can’t 
predict the shifts in the wind or when a wave will 
push your bow down. You have to read it and 
react—and make the right decision in that very 
moment. That’s very applicable to my own life.	
						    

- Margo Cicero
Scholarship Recipient

“
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Ways to Show Your Support

CASH GIFTS

Send a check made payable to the 
Foundation to:

Chicago Yacht Club Foundation
400 East Monroe Street
Chicago, Illinois  60603-6493

ESTATE PLANNING

If you wish to leave a legacy with the 
Chicago Yacht Club Foundation, please 
consult with your tax or estate planner. 
While the Foundation does not provide tax 
or legal advice, we can assist you or your 
designee in the process of donating to the 
Foundation.

MATCHING GIFTS

Corporate matching programs can double 
or even triple your personal donation. 
Some programs also match gifts made by 
employee’s spouse and retirees.

AMAZON SMILE

The Foundation is registered with Amazon Smile, which gives designated non-profits 
a 0.5% return on purchases made by Amazon customers registered in the program. 
You can help by simply registering in the program at smile.amazon.com. Each time 
you want to purchase something through Amazon, go to smile.amazon.com rather 
than the traditional amazon.com. If you are an Amazon Prime member, your benefits 
will not be affected.

CHICAGO YACHT CLUB ACCOUNT

CYC members may make a donation by 
charging their gift directly to their CYC 
club account. Please visit our website:  
chicagoyachtclubfoundation.org/donate

11Chicago Yacht Club Foundation
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Let’s Do Big Things.
Together.
Donations of $5,000 or more are 
recognized and appropriately 
honored on the Chicago Yacht 
Club Foundation Benefactor 
Plaque, which is displayed at both 
the Monroe and Belmont stations. 
Every donation, no matter what 
level, helps the Foundation 
continue its mission.

A Special Thank You to Our 
Major Donors & Partners*

* AS OF AUGUST 31, 2022
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LIFETIME
GIVING

$50K+ Peter & Marijane Thornton
Michael Belsley & Nina Owen / Kirkland & Ellis Foundation
Fritz Duda Family

LIFETIME
GIVING

$10K+ Peter & Elizabeth Barrett	
Angsten Family			
Jerry Gurthet			 
Bryon & Lisa Ehrhart		
Victor Chigas			 
Dr. Michael Morgenstern	
In Memory of John B. Turney	
Dave Truitt
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois
Chicago Community Trust
Mericos Foundation
George Wolf
Scot McKay & Donald Godshaw
CYC Women’s Committee
Nautical Donations	

LIFETIME
GIVING

$25K+ Commodore Joseph Haas	
Mrs. Thomas R. Smith
Thomas Neill
Wilson Family Foundation
Lisa Scully
Stuart & Marrgwen Townsend

LIFETIME
GIVING

$5K+ Mary Ann Mahoney		
Commodore Leif Sigmond & Laura Sigmond
James & Susan Armstrong
Galashiels Fund Ltd. 		
Commodore Nick Berberian & Nancy Berberian
Carrie & Nick Camino	
Michael & Merry Mayer 		
Joseph Charles, Jr.		
William Vitner			 
Al & Phyllis Thomas		
Herman T. Van Mell Family
Grant Crowley
Jane Stroud Wright
Commodore Albert D’Ottavio
William & Jude Bloom
Gary & Patti Feracota
John & Christine Benish
Lindy & Barbara Thomas
Joseph Charles 
Rocque Lipford
James J. Moller 
Aon Corporation
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